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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /026W 

048497 

O 101200ZJAN76 
EM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 925 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL ASMARA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

SECRET KHARTOUM 0098 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, US, SU 

SUBJECT: FONMIN COMMENTS RE ELF RELEASE KAGNEW 2 

REE: KHARTOUM 0096 

1. AFTER DISCUSSION REPORTED REFTEL FONMIN AHMED PRODUCED 
LETTER IN ARABIC TO PRESIDENT NIMEIRI, DATED JAN 7, FROM "EXECUTIVE 
HEAD, FOREIGN RELATIONS OE ELF", WHICH HAD CONVEYED 

INFO ON RELEASE OF KAGNEW 2. AHMED SAID WORDING PARTOOK 
MORE OE CHARACTER OF PLEA TO USG THAN EXERCISE IN 
BLACKMAIL TO WHICH HE KNEW USG OPPOSED. HE 

THEN TRANSLATED RELEVANT PORTION LETTER WHICH QUOTED PARA 2 BELOW. 

2. QUOTE (WE ARE) VERY KEEN NOT TO INTERFERE OR CONTEND 

OR CONTEND WITH A POWER WE CANNOT STAND UP TO. IF WE NEVERTHELESS 
DO SO SOMETIMES, IT IS IN SPITE OF OURSELVES. AS EVIDENCE OE WHAT 
WE ARE SAYING IT IS THE FACT THAT, IN RESPONSE TO YOUR EX- 
CELLENCY'S WISH THAT WE RELEASE MR. BOWIDOWICZ AND MR. 

STRICLAND, WE HAVE DECIDED TO RELEASE THEM. HOWEVER, WE 
WOULD LIKE YOUR EXCELLENCY TO CONVEY TO USG THAT WE ARE 
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AND VILLAGES ARE BEING DESTROYED AND BURNED BY AMERICAN ARMS. 
IN VIEW OF THE STEP WE HAVE TAKEN FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS 
AND BECAUSE OF OUR ESTEEM FOR YOUR EXCELLENCY, WE HOPE THAT 
USG WILL EXTEND SOME FOOD AID URGENTLY TO OUR CITIZENS WHO 
HAVE BEEN RENDERED HUNGRY AND HOMELESS BY USG SUPPORT OF 
ETHIOPIA. THIS FOOD AID MAY BE DELIVERED TO YOU, SIR, 

BECAUSE OF YOUR WELCOME LIAISON (ROLE) BETWEEN OURSELVES AND 
USG. END QUOTE. 

3. FONMIN COMMENTED THAT HE KNEW WE WOULD FACE PROBLEMS 
IN RESPONDING TO ABOVE PLEA BUT HE HOPED SOMETHING COULD BE 
WORKED OUT, IF ONLY THROUGH PRIVATE CHARITY. I ASSURED 

HIM THIS POSSIBILITY ALREADY CALLED TO DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION 
BUT COULD NOT PREDICT POSITIVE RESPONSE. THIS CONNECTION, I 
REMAINDED FONMIN OF DEPT SPOKEMAN'S SPECIFIC REFERENCE 
JAN 9 TO OUR HOPE THAT RELEASE KAGNEW 2 WOULD ENHANCE 
CHANCES FREEING OTHER THREE. 

4. FONMIN STRESSED AGAIN THAT GOS ROLE IN RELEASE 
ILLUSTRATES THAT SUDAN ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH USG. GOS DOES NOT REGARD SUCH ISSUES AS 
ANGOLA, ABOUT WHICH HE SAID SUDANESE ARE IGNORANT, AS EQUALLY 
SIGNIFICANT. NOTING THAT THAT MIGHT BE ALL VERY WELL FOR 
SUDAN, I REPLIED THAT USG, AS WORLD POWER, HAD TO HAVE A 
DIFFERENT PERCEPTION OF SUCH ISSUES. WE WOULD THUS HAVE 

TO CONTINUE TO TAKE ACCOUNT OTHER COUNTRIES' ATTITUDES ON WORLD 
ISSUES OF INTEREST TO US, EVEN IF NOT TO THEM. 

BREWER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRISONERS RELEASE, EXTORTION, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976KHART000098 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760009-1223 
From: KHARTOUM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 69/aaaaciyw.tel 

Line Count: 89 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 76 KHARTOUM 96 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <23 AUG 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FONMIN COMMENTS RE ELF RELEASE KAGNEW 2 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, US, SU, ELF, (STRICKLAND), (BOWIDOWICZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



